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Overview  

The Chinese patent law entered into force 

The first Chinese patent documents published 

types of rights 

- invention, utility model, 

design 

• 7.5 million invention patent application 

• 2.7 million invention patent 

• 6.8 million utility model  

• 4.4 million design ( Dec 2017 ) 



Overview 

• Patent applications from BRICS countries 

 
 

COUNTRY TOTAL 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Brazil 2135 203 159 165 234 170 183 

India 3382 228 264 302 307 280 334 

Russian Federation 2776 170 183 233 211 197 199 

South Africa 1488 82 94 90 94 87 74 

Source: SIPO annual reports 2016 



Overview  

The Chinese patent documents published  

on the CD-ROM 

Chinese patent search database launched on  

the Internet 

• free access to over 100 million patent documents 

worldwide  

• legal status information of CN patent 

Patent Search and Analysis database 



Overview –  

Patent Search and Analysis 

•Patent Search and Analysis database 

 

• bibliographic data,  

  original documents, 

  full text data, 

  English abstracts 

• machine translation 

• citation data 

• family data 



Overview  

Access to file wrappers 

PCT minimum documentation 

CN authority file 

•CN107302850A;20171031 

•CN107302851A;20171031 

•CN107302852A;20171031 

•CN107302853A;20171031 

•Available through database 

www.cpquery.sipo.gov.cn  

•Access to file wrappers of IP5 patent 

family members in a single location  



Overview –  

Patent examination information inquiry 

•Patent examination information inquiry 

 

Office 

Action 
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Document types 

•Patent gazette 

–Invention Patent Gazette  

–Utility Model Patent Gazette 

–Design Patent Gazette  

•Published twice a week since June 2017 

 



Document types 

•Patent gazette 

–Invention Patent Gazette  

–Utility Model Patent Gazette 

–Design Patent Gazette  

•Published twice a week since June 

2017(Tue,Fri) 

 

Patent gazette- Updated  

each Tuesday & Friday 

epub.sipo.gov.cn 



Document types 

• Grant procedure (invention patents, since 2001) 

 
Filing the  

application 

Formalities  

examination 

Publication of  

the application 

Substantive 

examination 

Grant of a  

patent  Invalidation  

 

Publication of  

granted patent 

 



Document types 

•Publication stages (invention patents) 

–Laid-open publications 

–Unexamined patent documents 

–Specification of patent application 

–Kind codes：A 



Document types 

•Publication stages (invention patents) 

–Laid-open publications 

–Unexamined patent documents 

–Specification of patent application 

–Kind codes：A 

invention patent 

application 



Document types 

• Grant procedure (invention patents, since 2001) 

 
Filing the  

application 

Formalities  

examination 

Publication of  

the application 

Substantive 

examination 

Grant of a  

patent  Invalidation  

 

Publication of  

granted patent 

 



Document types 

•Publication stages (invention patents) 

–Examined patent publication 

–Examined/granted documents 

–Specification of invention patent 

–Kind code：B 



Document types 

•Publication stages (invention patents) 

–Examined patent publication 

–Examined/granted documents 

–Specification of invention patent 

–Kind code：B 

invention patent 



Document types & kind codes 

• Examined / granted invention patents 

• 审定公告（1985 to 1993） 

–examined patent publication (B) 

• 授权公告（1993 to April 2010） 

–granted patent publication (B) 

• 授权公告（since  April 2010） 

–granted patent publication (B) 

–re-issue of front page of B document (B8) 

–re-issue of complete B document (B8) 



Document types 

• Grant procedure ( utility model and design patent, from 

1993 onwards) 

 
Filing the  

application 

Preliminary 

examination 

Decision to  

grant  

Invalidation 

Publication of  

granted 

patent  

 



Document types 

•Publication stages (utility model/design) 

–First level of publication 

–Unexamined granted documents 

–Utility Model Patent Specification, U 

–Design Patent Specification, S 

 



Document types 

•Publication stages (utility model/design) 

–First level of publication 

–Unexamined granted documents 

–Utility Model Patent Specification, U 

–Design Patent Specification, S 

 

utility model 

patent design patent 



Document types 

•Patent Specification 

–Specification of patent application (unexamined 

patent publications)                 CNxxxA 

–Specification of invention patent (granted patent 

publications)                            CNxxxB 

–Specification of utility model    CNxxxS 

–Pamphlet of design                  CNxxxD 

•Published twice a week 

 



Document types_Corrections 

•Corrections 

–re-issue of front page of A document (A8) 

–re-issue of complete A document (A9) 

 

–re-issue of front page of B document (B8) 

–re-issue of complete B document (B9) 

 

 

Correction of front page of  

patent application(A8) 

publication date of 

correction 



Document types 

•  epub.sipo.gov.cn 

 

Updated each Tuesday & Friday 

epub.sipo.gov.cn 
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Structure of patent specification 

FRONT PAGE 

CLAIMS 

DESCRIPTION 

DRAWINGS no search report 



Structure of patent specification 

•Front page 

–comprising basic information 

–the title of the invention 

–the name of the inventor  

–abstract 

–…… 

 

 

FRONT PAGE 



Structure of patent specification 

•Claims (权利要求书) 

–containing a clear and concise definition of what 

the patent legally protects  

 

 

CLAIMS 



Structure of patent specification 

•Description（说明书） 

–describes all aspects of the subject matter of the 

invention 

–a detailed description of the invention, indicating 

how it is constructed, how it is used, and what 

benefits it brings compared with what already exists 

 

 
DESCRIPTION 



Structure of patent specification 

•The Structure of  Description 

–Title 发明名称 

–Technical field  技术领域      

–Background art 背景技术 

–Contents of the invention 发明内容 

–Description of figures 附图说明       

–Mode of carrying out the invention or utility model  

具体实施例 

 

 



Structure of patent specification 

•Drawings(附图) 

–to illustrate, with the aid of an 

example of implementation 

 

 

 

DRAWINGS 
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Numbering system 

•Patent application number 

–Since 2003 Oct 

–YYYY T NNNNNNN 

 

 2004  2  0155526 

Year 

4 digits 
Serial Number 

7 digits 

Type 

1 digit 

Types of Patent Right 
1  -  patent of invention  

2  -  utility model 

3  -  design 

8/9 - PCT application (patent 

of invention/ utility model) 

entering national phase in 

China 



Numbering system 

•Patent application number 

–Before 2003 Oct 

–YY T NNNNN 

 92  1   01418 

Year 

2 digits 

Serial Number 

5 digits 

Type 

1 digit 



Numbering system 

•Patent publication number  

–Since 2007 August 

–T NNNNNNNN 

 
1   05102913 

 Serial Number 

8 digits 

Type 

1 digits 



Numbering system 

•Patent publication number  

–Before 2007 August 

–T NNNNNN 

 
1   998274 

Type 

1 digits 
 Serial Number 

6 digits 

types of patent right 
1  -  patent of invention  

2  -  utility model 

3  -  design 



Document types 

•Patent publication number  

–country code (CN), publication number  and kind 

code are used together in order to identify a 

publication 

 
CN   200938735     U 

 Country code             Publication number                      Kind Code   
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Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic data of invention/utility model  

–（10）Identification of the patent document 

–（12）Plain language designation of the kind of 

document 

–（19）The office publishing the document 

 

 

• (10) Identification of the 

patent /patent document 



Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic data of invention/utility model 

–（21）Number(s) assigned to the application(s) 

–（22）Date(s) of filing the application(s) 

–（30）Data relating to priority under the Paris 

Convention 

 

 
• (30) Priority data 

• (20) Filing data 



Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic data of invention/utility model 
–（ 43）Date of making available to the public by 

printing of an unexamined patent document, on which 

no grant has taken place before the said date 

–（45）Date of making available to the public by printing 

of a patent document on which grant has taken place on 

the said date 

–（48）Date of issuance of a corrected patent document 

 

• (40) Date(s) of making 

available to the public 



Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic data of invention/utility model 

–（51）International Patent Classification 

–（54）Title of the invention or utility model 

–（56）List of prior art documents 

–（57）Abstract 

 

 

• (50) Technical information 



Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic data of invention/utility model 

–（62）Number and  filing date of the earlier 

application from which the present patent document 

has been divided up 

–（66）Internal priority rights 

 

 

 

• (60) References to 

other legally or 

procedurally related 

domestic or 

previously domestic 

patent documents 



Information on divisional application 

•Bibliographic data 

–（62）Number and  filing date of the earlier 

application from which the present patent document 

has been divided up 

 

 •CN2010101618157 is a 

divisional application 

out of CN200510079130  



Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic data of invention/utility model 

–（71）Name(s) and address of applicant(s)  

–（72）Name(s) of inventor(s) 

–（73）Name(s) and address of grantee(s) 

–（74）Name(s) of attorney(s) and agent(s) 

 

 

• (70) identification of 

parties concerned 

with the patent 



Bibliographic data and INID codes 

•Bibliographic Data of Invention / Utility 

Model  
–（83）Information concerning the deposit of 

microorganisms, e.g., under the Budapest Treaty 

–（85）Date of commencement of the national phase 

pursuant to PCT Article 23(1) or 40(1) 

–（86）Filing data of the PCT international application 

–（87）Publication data of the PCT international 

application 

• (80) PCT data 




